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Clanging Gong News

"It J know all mpsteries and all knowledge, but have no love,
Jam a clanging gong" --1 Cor. 18:1-2

Two out of three isn't bad.

s many of you made to guess who hit Him, dressed in a pur-
know, lusedto ple robe, “sceptered” with a sickly reed, knelt
stare at the cruci- to in abject mockery, “kinged” with thorns,

fix that hung above the  spat upon, manually de-bearded, bound with

altar at the Catholic rope, and then paraded through the slums of

church I grew up in. | Jerusalem.

have often wondered

about the horrible death Why? Dear God-Why?

of Christ. Why did it have | think | know. It is found in the phrases, “the

to be so bad? Yes, | un- cross of Christ,” and “the word of the cross.”

derstand the necessity of

Christ dying for the sins

of the world, but couldn’t He have slipped away

quietly in His sleep? At worst, let the unbeliev-

ing Jews stone Him; that was the Hebrew brand

of capital punishment. Wouldn’t that have been

sufficiently sacrificial to deliver us from our

trespasses? "B 1%

Well, all right. I don't like it, but let's say that “The crossof Christ ” and “the word of the
Christ had to die at the hands of the nations. cross is a purposeful emphasis of the manner
Let's say—against all my protests—that He hadf Christ's death. Thevayit happened is vi-

to suffer the worst death imaginable: crucifix- tally important.

ion. Just put Him on the cross, then, and let it . e .
finished. But no. There are the preliminaries. H3°tice how Paul distinguishes between baptiz-
INg and bringing the evangel of the cross. He is

must first be beaten to within an inch of His life tting forth baptisn itiorto th
before an audience of indifferent spectators. B ptung forth bapismm oppositionto e cross.
aptism is a human work. By contrast, all hu-

there are preliminaries even to this. He must b

blindfolded, spun around, struck in the face, (Continued on page 2)




(Continued from pg. 1) three days, His chest did not rise once; He

man work ceases at the cross. Why? Becaus¢ was dead. During this period, our bodies 4 9
any God-fearing human beholding Christ’s pa also lay inert—figuratively speaking—for

sion becomes too transfixed to move. He cani we died with Christ (2 Cor. 5:14). Dead

run away to be baptized because his legs do 1 people cannot run and work for God; not

work. He devises no deeds because his mind even Christ could run and work for God ,
paralyzed. The humiliations and pains dealt during those three days.

But after the three days, God roused
Christ from the dead. When Christ

opened His eyes and felt the facecloth 4 58N
against His eyelashes, itall came back # - # 194 +
to Him. He felt such relief then. Not = 1 = | & #
only was He breathing again, but after #9 1 & * ) "
all the millennia of waiting, He had = "+ #! # /
finally accomplished the cross. He lay& + I+ +
there for a moment to savor that 169 /657 (+ !*1%#!1%,
thought. Now that the worst was over, /2 & #
all that remained was glory upon -+ 0 # 1%
& - glory. And of course, seeing His Fa-  &!'! 3 - 8
E «é‘ ther again. #9 1/

' o ~ When Jesus Christ swung His legs
Christ aresoshocking that the God-fearing hu- around the edge of the slab, unwrapped P BexfLes
man cannot even recall what his own past ac- Himself, raised Himself up, and walked N
complishments might have been. When the ni out into the new world, we did likewise.
go through the Son of God'’s wrist bones, the We walked out with Him into newness of
witness’s own hands flinch and go numb. Whe life (Rom. 6:4). Newness of life does not

' i - : - "l 1 %- )
the feet of God’s Son are forcibly arranged on mean working for salvation. If it did, then 491 &
on top the other and driven through simultane Christ Himself would be working again for 911 106 1 mv
ously with three powerful hammer strikes, the salvation, a thing He is not about to do; it =~ =~ 2 )' ‘
witness'’s own feet fail, dropping himto his  was too hard the first time. Newness of lifegg=s5/4 & =
knees. means blinking into a new world that is I# & ! 3 I-
Wt e firad ” finally and fully sacrificed for. Newness of YIH +* *
When the Son of God says, “It is finished,” the . ; .
witness is also finished. 'then, when the bearc life means th@”k'”g God that the ShOCkmgt, $+ )*|2,8' [ [0
chin of the crucified One hits His chest, all is sacrifice is finished, never to be repeated. .d #:r - oois + 1%
confirmed. Newness of life means doing whatever | ; 1% ) . 195
This is what it means to be baptized into Chris good one’s hand finds to do, for this is Tt %+
death (Rom. 6:3). God’s gift to us since every human failure o 1 1
has been died for. 3& # ) - :
When Jesus Christ lay inert on the stone for & 8!l I &#/
+*x # & M
/ -(r2r
) - -& 1%-( 12
. : . . grrtr & 3 I-
here is such a thing as a better resurrection. It westiner-in-law " g | 1#/37
Art who, in 1982, first brought this to my attention. | dise think 1678/ < 1% ) +,
that rising from the dead was rising from the deambd=enough, % | +) '
right? | mean, you’re immortal; what more could you Wargoon realize & # #9 1 -
that the quantum leap from mortality to life withemd is potentially different for some. For * -+ I ) 36
some, it's a quantum leap times a hundred, possibly @thousand. 9 {@‘6'58/ )I ) '
The verse Art directed me to was Hebrews 11:31-35. Thentrégins by naming heroes of ?r N oo # & | )'+ *|
Israel and their mighty deeds and deliverances: Rahdkpi Jephthah, David, Samuel, # 0o -+
and others. These escaped the edge of the sword, becsinoing in battle. Other heroes N & % #
obtained less glorious ends. Verse 35: */ o +!§LA) )

1 911 &1/



& Stuff

The Apostle Paul says we should not murmur
(Philippians 2:14). Therefore, | shall rant.

-0

ver 600 of you now subscribe to the CGN. | know that doesn't sound like a
lot in the era of American Idol, but I'm thrilled. The nhumbers increase every
week. We're headed toward 1000. Maybe 2000. Maybe a million.

Nobody cares here in my town. In my town, I'm an enigma at best. At worsa, I'm
weirdo. | take that back. One lady thinks I'm a cult leader. When | run into her at *~~ )
post office, she looks the other way. | say hello, and she says good-bye tjsop- Of the dead. In the resurrection of the dead,

_ ) ) look at him now!” It will be a Joseph moment:
Because | work at home, few people think | work. My wife tells people | wiiteta  “Geez o’ Peteyou’vecome a long way!”

God. “Is he a pastor?” No. “Does he go to church?” No. “Who buys his books?” | gince it will be the resurrection of the dead, |
people. “Can’t he getigeal job?” He already has a real probably won't be as sarcastic as | am now. |
JOb. “But what does he do?” He writes about God. “Is probab|y won't say, “What's the matter? Can’t

he a pastor...?" you get a regbb?”

| finally gave Melody some books to give to her co-  There are so many ways to suffer evil for the
workers, and a six-page history explaining this minist sake of the evangel, and | am finally learning
It was like dropping an anvil into Sheol. One cocks o revel in each and every one of them. Hu-

one’s ear and listens for the sound. Three minutes g¢ miliation gets easier as the day of immortality
by, then 300 years. Hm. draws nigh. Now if | can just get the lady who
thinks I'm a cult leader to whack me over the
head a few times with her purse, I'll be set.

“Yes, but what does he actuatlp?’

~. Oh, they'll find out. They'll find out at the resurrection

fering humiliation—and staying under it. Tasting the shafme

Continued from page 2 A >
( Page 2) the cross—and staying under it.

Israelites abused for their faith will have a bettsureection,

yes, even better than David’s. This agrees with our kord’

words to the disciples on the Mouseg pg. }, when He told

them that persecution and reproach would mean “vast wa
in heaven.

9
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Those who died together with Christ
receive eonian life. This is the com
mon faith. Reigning, however, re-
quires endurance. To endure requirg
suffering. Becoming a member of t@i;;
most popular religion on earth is no—
suffering; getting ridiculed by the
members of that religiorns. Being
looked down upon as a heretic or b
ing abandoned by friends and, yes,

even family members, is acute suffering. Stayinderthe suf-
All resurrections areotthe same in the body of Christ. Son fering and not seeking escape—that is enduring.

“stars” excel other “stars.” There are some who milé and

That'’s the Circumcision evangel. What about the evaofgel
Paul? Are all resurrections the same in the bodyhoist?

% 7

% !
"m2) 2(

reign with Christ, having positions of great authorityjlesh
others will merely be saved. What makes the differergud-

To those now suffering for the faith, | say: For hexds sake,
don’t quit now. The better resurrection is coming.

Photo credits: “joy” by “Adam, L'lconoclaste Banal'Unearthed” by “duluoz cats”; “self expression,
the pebble” by “cauchisavona”; “Home alone” by “gietid?”; Creative Commons license: Attribution
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